
Interim WIMES Requirements for Wire Cable Tray (March 2010) 
 
Wire cable tray for use in the Water Industry shall comply with the following 
requirements.  These requirements will be incorporated into Issue 4 of WIMES 3.02 (LV 
Electrical Installations) when it is issued in 2011. 
 
1. Construction and Performance of Wire Cable Tray 
 
1. Wire cable tray shall comply with the requirements of BS EN 61537: 2007 - Cable 

management.  Cable tray systems and cable ladder systems. 
 
2. Wire cable tray shall be manufactured from 4 mm diameter (minimum) steel wires, 

welded together into a ‘mesh type’ construction.  The dimensions of the mesh shall be 
approximately 50 x 100 mm. 

 
3. The upper wire of the cable tray edge shall be designed with a T-weld to avoid damage 

to cables during cable installation. 
 
4. Depending on the corrosion stresses present in the operating environment, the following 

types of wire cable tray material/coating combinations may be used: 
 

a) Mild steel, zinc electroplated to BS EN 12329; 
b) Mild steel, hot dipped galvanised to BS EN ISO 1461; 
c) Stainless steel – grade 304L (pickled and passivated); and 
d) Stainless steel – grade 316L (pickled and passivated). 

 
2. Erection of Wire Cable Tray 
 
1. The wire cable tray system shall be erected in accordance with the manufacturer’s 

instructions.  Only proprietary accessories (e.g. couplings, covers etc.) and supports 
(e.g. brackets, hangers, etc.) supplied by the wire cable tray manufacturer shall be used. 

 
2. Wire cable tray shall be erected such that the horizontal span between adjacent supports 

is approximately 2 m. 
 
3. Wire cable tray shall be erected such that its vertical deflection is less than or equal to 

1/200th of the horizontal distance between adjacent supports when all cables are 
installed upon it.  Allowance shall be made, where appropriate, for the installation of 
additional cables at a later date. 

 
4. Bends, risers and tees shall be constructed in accordance with the wire cable tray 

manufacturer’s instructions. 
 
5. Bends and tees shall be constructed to ensure compliance with the cable manufacturer’s 

minimum bending radius requirements. 
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