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VWho do you think you are’?

Hello and welcome to the April issue of Electrical Times. And, no, your eyes aren’t playing tricks on
you — the oldest title in the electrical sector has had a bit of a makeover.

Conscious that we’re always telling you how important it is to project the best image to your
client base, we’ve decided to practice what we preach and give our own image a bit of an update.
We hope you like the changes and would appreciate your comments.

Following a month in which the blacklisting scandal has hit the industry, you could argue that
a few well-known names in electrical contracting could also do with an image overhaul after
they were found to have subscribed to a database containing the personal details of workers,
thereby contravening the Data Protection Act. Some of the workers named on the database have
been unfairly frozen out of the industry for years, putting stress on their families, marriages and
personal lives. On page 4 we speak with two electricians affected by the scandal and show you
how to check if your name is on the blacklist.

Anybody who argues that employers have a right to know information about potential employees
should be aware that a great deal of the information on the list has proved to be inaccurate and
that the database seems to have been used to discriminate against union members who had pre-
viously raised valid health and safety concerns. One contractor who spoke to Electrical Times gave
the example of an occasion on which he asked his foreman for a pair of protective gloves. “Who
do you think you are? Arthur Scargill?” was the reply.

Ben Cronin, Editor
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Cleat and tidy
Richard Shaw of Ellis Patents talks to Electrical
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